Developmental and neuropsychological perspectives on the Wisconsin Card Sorting Test in children.
The purpose of this study was to advance our understanding of the Wisconsin Card Sorting Test (WCST) as a measure of a set-shifting component of neuropsychological executive function among children by investigating the level of difficulty posed by the order of administering number (vs. shape and color) as a sorting criterion in the test. A total of 196 participants at three different ages groups (6, 11-12, and 18-19 yrs.) were administered the standard or a modified version of the WCST. Results revealed several age-related trends: (a) increases in the number of categories completed, (b) increases in test efficiency, and (c) differences in task difficulty as a function of the order in which the number sorting criterion was administered in the test. Implications of these findings are discussed in terms of the construct validity of the WCST for young children.